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  2018 marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of W.E.B. Du Bois, a scholar, public intellectual, 
and champion of social equality, especially for blacks; it also marks the 50th anniversary of the death of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Clark Atlanta University is commemorating the occasion by holding A 

Symposium Examining Race and Economic Inequality on the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of W.E.B. 

Du Bois and the 50th Anniversary of the Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (hereinafter 

“Symposium”).   

 

 Understanding and eventually eradicating today’s social problems cries out for a Du Boisian 

approach, which focuses on the use of social scientific inquiry to understand society and social behavior 

(Williams 2005) and has the potential to “promote the elimination of discrimination, domination, and 

inequality in society” (England and Warner 2013: 958). Indeed, much of Du Bois’ work sought to reform 

society (Young and Deskins 2001; England and Warner 2013). We seek to create a space for such 

continued dialogue and expression. New knowledge and new theories are critical to this. Combs (2017: 

492) writes, “We need new theories to help explicate the numerous ways in which a racialized caste 

system not only continues to exist but also thrive in this purported age of colorblindness[,]” but while 

there is a need for new theories, the work of Du Bois undergirds and points the way. Marcus Hunter 

(2016) writes, "Du Bois was deeply aware of the capacity of marginalized people to produce new 

knowledge about oppression and inequality." Similarly, the works of King do the same.  

 

 This Symposium provides a place for academic expressions in a critical vein, which challenge 

dominate Eurocentric understandings of our history, our present, and our future.  We hope that those 

attending the Symposium will: i) acknowledge, recognize, and discuss the inherent tensions and 

challenges that lie with educating about democracy, economic and social inequality; ii) learn tools and 

strategies to strengthen their ability to foster and deepen their community’s engagement with their local 

and national elected officials; iii) network and connect with other individuals dedicated to scholar 

activism and; iv) be exposed to and integrate the latest research findings from the scholarly field by those 

studying social, economic and democratic engagement.   

  

This Symposium is supported by the Russell Sage Foundation and the Fund for the Advancement 

of the Discipline, which is supported by the American Sociological Association and the National Science 

Foundation. In addition to expanding the knowledge base about pressing issues facing many minority 

communities in general, the product outcome of the Symposium will be a special edition of Phylon and a 

possible series of published papers with Russell Sage. The Symposium and the resulting papers will offer 

a framework and some illustrative examples from diverse fields for understanding the nature of the 

problems of inclusion facing African and Native Americans, Latino, and low-income communities.  

Scholars attending will be encouraged to submit their work to one or both of these outlets on this same 

theme.  
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The Symposium features addresses by Marcus Hunter, Britt Rusert, and Clayborne Carson as 

well as panel presentations by a host of other esteemed scholars including Aldon Morris, Earl Wright II, 

Andra Gillespie, and Julianne Malveaux, but we welcome and encourage both young and established 

scholars, as well as activists, to submit an abstract or attend the conference and engage in these 

important conversations.  

 

 Contributions are encouraged that generate information and insights regarding inequality, that can 

inform public policy and action agendas as they relate to and impact African Americans, Latinos, Native 

American and all citizens in our contemporary society.  Some possibilities include topics related to: 

 

• Race Relations 

• Business and Economics  

• Church, Family and Uplift 

• Immigration  

• Mass Incarceration 

• Du Bois and King (Linkages 

and Distinctions) 

• Innovation and Inequality 

• (Theorizing) Race Place and 

Space  

• Inequality, Economics, and 

Social Outcomes 

• Inequality and Political 

Representation  

 

Support of up to $500 is available to support up to eight (8) participants*. When you submit your abstract, 

please indicate whether or not you would like to be considered for support. Submit a 250 word abstract to 

Barbara Harris Combs, Interim Department Chair and Associate Professor of Sociology and Criminal 

Justice, Clark Atlanta University, 223 James P. Brawley Drive S.W., Atlanta, Georgia, 30314, at 

bcombs@cau.edu. Please put #Du Bois/King Symposium in the subject line. Abstracts are due by 5 pm 

on Monday, November 27, 2017. Acceptances will be sent by Friday, December 8th, 2017.   

 

Registration is free and open to the public. Symposium website is forthcoming. Check www.cau.edu/curc 

for information and registration.  
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*Participant must be from at least 2 hours away. Preference will be given to graduate students, young 

scholars, and/or those from teaching colleges.   

mailto:bcombs@cau.edu
http://berkeleyjournal.org/2016/02/for-colored-scholars-%20who-consider-suicide-when-our-rainbows-are-not-enuf/
http://berkeleyjournal.org/2016/02/for-colored-scholars-%20who-consider-suicide-when-our-rainbows-are-not-enuf/
http://www.ncsociology.org/sociationtoday/v32/williams.htm

	CALL FOR PAPERS
	A Symposium Examining Race and Economic Inequality on the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of W.E.B. Du Bois and the 50th Anniversary of the Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
	February 22-23, 2018

